
"If  we know where we came from, we may better know where to go. If  we 
know who we came from, we may better understand who we are.“

CRAWFORD FAMILY HISTORY TIMELINE

2019 (50TH ANNUAL REUNION)

Pictured to the side: 

John and Mamie Crawford.

Information sources 

include: 

Family (written/oral) 

history, familysearch.com, 

ancestry.com. 

Compiled by Sheryl 

Austin.



Compilation of  data in this document began with these two sources of  family history as well as several 

family history books distributed at past reunions.



Date unknown- Parents of  Alfred and Jennie Crawford born in Virginia (slaves)

1834- Alfred Crawford born in Virginia. 

1844- Jennie Crawford born in Virginia.

1860- Alfred and Jennie Crawford are married.

*Alfred and Jennie are grandparents of  John Crawford.

(DATES ACCORDING 

TO CENSUS DATA. 

FAMILY HISTORY 

STATES THEY WERE 

BORN IN RICHMOND 

AS SLAVES AND SOLD 

TO SLAVEHOLDERS IN 

MONTGOMERY 

COUNTY, TEXAS.)



June 19, 1865- (Galveston, TX) Emancipation

The people of  Texas are informed that all slaves are free in 

accordance with the Emancipation Proclamation. Now celebrated as 

Juneteenth.

1867-1869- An Alfred Crawford is listed on Texas Voter 

Registration list and 1868 Poll Tax Records (both in 

Montgomery County, TX). 

Poll tax was required prior to voter registration as part of  Jim 

Crow laws after the right to vote was extended to all races 

through the Constitution. Used as a way to restrict voting rights.





1870

This is from ancestry.com, 1870 census. Family history says Zack 

Crawford was third child born to Alfred and Jennie Crawford with 

Henry as the oldest, Sarah, Zack, Josh and Johnny. 

What if.....................

this is our Alfred Crawford married to Virginia or 

nickname Jennie?

Who's oldest child listed in the household at this time is Sarah?

*On the next following pages of  census for 1880 and 1900, look at 

the names of  the children.





1880

Sarah is now old enough to be out of  the house. 

Henry is the youngest. Children with the "M" 

names are spelled differently, not uncommon for 

these census reports. Ages are off  and birth years 

as well, also not uncommon for these census 

reports.



The 1900 census picks 

up with Willie as the 

oldest child in the 

household, then Henry, 

then Zack (mispelled

Jack here), Jooh (who is 

probably Josh), John, 

Millie, etc.

These census records 

say Jennie was the 

mother of 16 children.



1880

An Alf  Crawford is listed on an 1880 census 

agriculture schedule in Montgomery, Texas. It's 

hard to read but looks like he "rents for shares 

of  products".

sharecropper- a type of  farming in which families rent small plots of  land 

from a landowner in return for a portion of  their crop, to be given to the 

landowner at the end of  each year.



1880

An Alf  Crawford is listed in Texas 1880 

Census for Montgomery County.  

According to family history, after the civil 

war, Alfred and Jennie continued to live in 

Montgomery, built a log cabin and farmed.

Zack Crawford is born to Alfred and Jennie 
in Montgomery County November 10th, 

1880.  Census info has his birth estimated 
between 1880-1883.

*Zack Crawford is the father of  John Crawford.



1889-1892

Birdie Crawford born (census data says 

1889.  Family history says Feb. 16, 1892 in 

Arkansas.  She was third child born to Joe 

and Elizabeth [maiden-Littles] English.

*Birdie Crawford is the mother of  John Crawford.  This is 

from Hominy Heritage Association Facebook site.



1900

Montgomery Co. Census list Alfred 

Crawford (66 years old) as head of  

household with wife Jennie Crawford (56 

years old) married 40 years. Children listed 

are Willie (25), Henry (21), Jack (20)--

possibly misspelling of  Zack; Jooh (15)--

possibly misspelling of  Josh, John, Millie, 

Bertha, Tink, and John.

*Family history says Zack had an older sister named Sarah who is 

not listed in this census. Oral history says she never married but 

had children by a white man. When he died, he left property to 

her. Her daughter's name is Flossy/Flossie. Sarah never left 

Texas.



1900

This 1900 census list a Birdie English, 2 

years of  age, living with a cousin in Kansas. 

The age listed does not match with what 

age she should have been according to 

family history and her marriage license. 

However, this page is documented because 

other children listed are Virgil, Dillard, 

Millie, and Olover Hornage (name cut off  

from page). 

Family history lists these names as some of  her siblings (see 

family reunion facebook page-slide 2). Also, if  you look closely at 

the 1900 census record on the next page, it has her birth date 

listed as Feb. 1893. This more closely matches the family history 

date of  Feb. 16, 1892. Whoever recorded the census put an 

incorrect age and listed her as male. It also says her birthplace 

was Texas which is in disagreement with family history that says 

Arkansas.





1906-1909

Zack (25 years old) and Birdie (18 years old) are married. According to family history, they married March 

10, 1906 in Summit, Ok. Marriage license here says March 18, 1907. 

John Defifer Crawford is born in Coffeyville, Kansas Dec. 24, 1908. Online data says 1909.

THE OKLAHOMA 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY SAYS 

SUMMIT, LOCATED IN 

MUSKOGEE COUNTY, WAS 

ONE OF MORE THAN 50 ALL-

BLACK TOWNS OF 

OKLAHOMA. THE MISSOURI, 

KANSAS AND TEXAS 

RAILWAY HAD A DEPOT IN 

THE COMMUNITY.



1910

Alfred and Jennie Crawford 

are no longer in 

Montgomery Co., Texas and 

now live in Muskogee, Ok. 

Names are located on last 

lines of  the census. Now we 

see a shift of  the family 

from Texas to Oklahoma 

and Kansas in early 1900s.



1910

Alfred and Jennie Crawford 

in Muskogee, Ok. city 

directory. The 1900 census 

listed a Willie, a John W. and 

John H., Bertha and Millie 

as some of  their children. 

These names are listed as 

well in the directory. (c-

means corner, bds-means 

boards for room and board)



1910

Zack Crawford is listed as a lodger in Coffeyville, Kansas in 1910 census. He is 28 years old, married and occupation fire cleaner.

*Coffeyville, Kansas is where John Crawford was born.   Zack and Birdie Crawford listed in 1910 city directory for Coffeyville, 

Kansas. Address is r 816 Dakota. ("r" abbreviation may mean roomer/renter/resides)



Draft registration for Zack Crawford, age 35, now living in Hominy, Oklahoma.



1912-1913

Mamie Doris Demumber born in Oklahoma May 9, 1912 according to family history.  Online data says 

1913 estimated. 

Muskogee city directories list a Mrs. Jennie Crawford (wid Alfred) at 928 Lincoln Avenue (wid-means 

widow)



1920

Census list Zack 

Crawford (37 yrs) as 

head of  household and 

occupation-laborer, 

Birdie (wife-28 yrs) and 

children: Johnnie (11 

yrs), Joseph, Lucy, 

Arthur, Freeman, Willie

Census location: Hominy, 

Oklahoma



1920

Mamie Demumber (7 yrs), birth 

year est. 1913 in Oklahoma, is 

listed as household member and 

sister-in-law to head of  

household Jim Jimisons, wife 

Susie Capes Jimisons, and child 

Eugene Jimisons.  It is stated 

her father’s birthplace is Texas 

and mother’s birthplace is 

Arkansas.

(Census location: Arkansas Ward 1, 

Cowley, Kansas)

According to family history, 

Mamie Crawford’s grandparents 

were slaves.  She had one 

brother (George), and two older 

sisters, Susie Jamison and Mary 

Taylor.



1920-1927

Florence Bagby is listed as parent and enrolls Mamie Demumber in school between the years 1920-1927 in 

Nowata, Oklahoma.  Lena Martin is also her child through marriage to a Clem Martin.  Florence’s maiden 

name is Demumber (born to George and Lucretia Demumber).  



1928-1929

Mattie Carroll listed 

as parent enrolls 

Mamie Demumber in 

school in El Reno, 

Oklahoma.  Family 

history says Mamie 

graduated from 

Booker T. 

Washington High 

School in El Reno, 

Oklahoma.



1930

Mamie Demumber is listed 

as 17 years old, daughter of  

David (68 yrs) and Letha (45 

yrs) Demumber, brother 

George (15).  Says father 

birthplace-Tennessee, 

mother’s birthplace-

Arkansas.

(Census location: Hominy, Oklahoma)



Mamie Demumber is listed in Langston University catalog as a home economics major.



1930

Zack Crawford is listed as head 

of  household, 49 yrs, 

occupation-farmer, address: Old 

Homing-Cleveland Road

Others listed: Birdie (38 yrs), 

and children: Luther, Ernest, 

Freeman, Fredonia, Mildred, 

Pearline, Geraldine)

(Census location: Hominy, Oklahoma)



1931

John and Mamie are married May 22, 1931 in Hominy, Ok according to family history.



1940

Zack Crawford, age 57, head of  

household.  List wife –Birdie 

(48), and children: Gus (26), 

Mildred (18), Carmelita (14), 

Geraldine (12), Margaret (9), 

and Zack (5)

John Crawford is listed as head 

of  household as well in this 

census.

(Census location: Hominy, Oklahoma)



This is a picture from 

Hominy Heritage 

Association Facebook 

page of  Zack Crawford. 

(posted March 12, 2016)



1940

John Crawford, age 31, head of  

household.  List wife-Mayme

(27 yrs), and children: Natheon

(8), Birdie (6), Lois, Alice, John 

Melvin, Ivory Mae (1 yr), and 

Barbara (0 yrs).

(Census location: Hominy, Oklahoma)






